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Storm-tossed but eager to learn 


Alisa Croce, an ESL teacher for the “newcomer” program, instructs a group of kindergarteners and first-graders at the Eastford 
Road School in Southbridge. The program has many students recently arrived from Puerto Rico. [PHOTO/MATTHEW HEALEY] 


Hurricane evacuees of all ages join the 
routine of adjusting to life in Central Mass. 


By Brian Lee 
Telegram & Gazette Staff 


As kindergarten and first-grade 
students arrived in Southbridge 
from their hurricane-ravaged sur- 
roundings in Puerto Rico, they 
were placed in general education 
classrooms. 

But it didn’t take long to recog- 
nize that something different had 
to be done, Eastford Road School 
Principal Mary Beth Skrzypczak 
said. 

“I would say we had four stu- 
dents that probably cried for three 
or four hours a day, like nonstop,” 
Ms. Skrzypczak said. 

“You're talking about children 
that have lost their home,” the prin- 
cipal said. “Not all of their family 
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members are here. Their toys. Their 
pets. It's colder. It’s winter. Even 
the way we do school here, I’m sure, 
is dramatically different.” 

Suspecting that a full English 
immersion might add to their 
trauma, the district opened a “new- 
comer class” after Thanksgiving. 
Last week, it had seven kindergar - 
ten students and 10 first-graders, 
and the students appear to be more 
comfortable and happy among their 
Spanish speaking peers, district 
officials said. 

A first-year ESL teacher, Alisa 
Croce, leads the class. She commu- 
nicates mostly in Spanish, although 
she has been having them count and 
add sums in English. 


See EVACUEES, A12 


According to the state Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 

close to 1,900 students, of 87 percent of districts that reported data, are attending 
Massachusetts public schools from post-hurricane Puerto Rico as of Dec. 8. This was 
an increase of 300 students from Dec. 1, the DESE said. 


LEFT: Teacher Alisa Croce works 

on a lesson with first-grader Mia 
Martinez-Colon at the Eastford Road 
School in Southbridge. Mia is one of 
many students recently arrived from 
Puerto Rico. 

[PHOTO/MATTHEW HEALEY] 


RIGHT: From left, Fitchburg High 
School junior Isabel Ferrer-Gonzalez, 
16, and seniors Nicole Gonzalez- 
Rodriguez and Gabriel Rolon- 
Gonzalez, both 17, have relocated to 
Fitchburg after Hurricane Maria. 
[PHOTO/EDD COTE] 
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GOP tax plan could cut 
state and local services 


Mueller has thousands of 
Trump transition emails 


NY Rep. Zeldin: ‘This bill 
chooses winners and losers 
in a way that could have and 
should have been avoided’ 


By Josh Boak 
AP Economics Writer 


WASHINGTON — It’s atax pro- 
vision that could prove costly for 
schools, police forces, drug treat- 
ment centers and other state and 
local public services. 

The sweeping tax overhaul 
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The overall tax bill would impose new 
costs on many taxpayers that would 
outweigh any savings on federal taxes, 
argues Matthew Chase, executive 
director of the National Association of 
Counties. ‘We don’t see it as a net gain 
for taxpayers. They want to strangle 
our revenue sources,’ he said. 


Trump and Republican lawmakers 


By Stephen Braun and Chad Day 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s inves- 
tigation into Russian contacts 
with President Donald Trump's 
campaign has gained access to 
thousands of emails sent and 
received by Trump officials before 
the start of his administration, the 
general counsel for Trump's transi- 
tion organization said. 
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The tens of thousands of emails 
in question pertain to 13 senior 
Trump transition officials. 

Many of the emails that Mueller’s 
investigators have now include 
national security discussions about 
possible Trump international aims 
as well as candid assessments of 
candidates for top government 
posts, said those familiar with the 
transition. 


embraced by President Donald See TAX, A7 See EMAILS, A8 
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Home hydroponic vegetable starter kit 
Retail Value $799.00 
1 Available! 


New England Hydroponics 


Wedding dress and formal dress 
Retail Value $2,793.00 
1 Available! 


Q-Look Bridal 


BID NOW! 
SAVE UP TO 307% 
Sunday, December 10 through 
Tuesday, December 19 @ Spm 


Place your bid at 
telegram.com/auction 


